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Juliani Epistulae et Leges. Collegerunt recensuerunt I. BIDEZ et 
F. CUMoNT. New York: Oxford University Press, American 

Branch, 1922. Pp. XXIV, 328. Price, $3.70. 
This volume of the Rditions Guillaume Bude marks a new depart- 

ure in many ways. It is the first volume of the series of Textes et 
Documents (a translation is promised later) ; it presents the first 
Greek author of the post-classical period; it is the first to be edited 

by other than French scholars; it is issued by the Oxford Press, the 
cover bearing the familiar palmettes of the Oxford classical texts, 
thus happily hinting at the solidarity of the Entente. It is primarily 
a work for scholars written by scholars. The two Belgian editors 
were recognized even in Germany as having a quarter of a century 
ago done perhaps the most to solve the many problems offered by 
the Letters of Julian, and this is the ripened results of their studies, 
including six hitherto unpublished-letters, two of which (Nos. 80 
and 86) are of considerable interest and importance, and a number 
of new fragments. The reviewer must leave to the better quali- 
fied a scientific estimate of their work. The praefatio, testimonia, 
etc., and apparatus criticus leave little to be desired by the general 
classicist, and the indices of sources and of proper names - one 
misses, it is true the equally helpful index rerum - will attract him 
often to the volume. The arrangement of the Letters, which is 

chronological and personal, is entirely new, but a comparative table 
minimizes the inconvenience of this feature, which is disturbing in 

spite of its logical justification. After the Letters are placed the 
Edicts; then the fragments, poems, etc., and, finally, the spurious and 
doubtful epistles. 

What has the volume to offer to the general student and lover of 
the classics? Those who have forgotten the attractiveness of the 

apostate emperor's brief career should reread their Gibbon. A 

philosopher become king, in so far meeting the desideratum of the 
Plato whom he loved, he failed in his chief aim, not so much because 
of the shortness of his reign as because he chose to defy a l'outrance 
a vital religion that he had come to hate because of the short-comings 
of its adherents, rather than in amity to help it assimilate the endur- 

ing elements of the cause which he championed. But the classicist 
is more interested in Julian the lover of Greek literature - of Homer 
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above all. The Letters are crammed full of quotations and loving 
references, and of echoes of the great writers. Furthermore, a man's 
letters reveal whatever of charm his intimate personality may offer. 
Take for example Ep. 4 [46], the gem of the whole collection, in 
which Julian presents Evagrius with the little "four-acre" estate of 
his mother, where he had spent many happy days. After a charming 
picture of its situation, within sight of the Propontis, he adds: "Here, 
too, is a trifling reminder of my own gardening, low vines producing 
wine that is both fragrant and sweet. This has no need to wait for 

years to add to itself the gift of Bacchus or the Graces. No, the 

grape on the vine, the juice as it drips into the vat, smells of roses, 
and while still fresh in the jars the wine is a 'rill of nectar,' as Homer 

says. Why then have I not increased the acreage of vines like these? 
As it happens, I am not a very enthusiastic farmer . . . . . . . . . 
This is but a small gift that I am making you, dear fellow; its charm 
lies in its coming from a friend to a friend, 'from my home to yours,' 
to quote the inspired Pindar. 

"Please pardon any errors. I have been writing this by lamp-light." 
SAMUEL E. BASSETT 

UNIVERSITY Oi VERMONT 

The Ruin of the Ancient Civilization and the Triumph of Chris- 
tianity: with some consideration of conditions in the Europe 
of today. GUGLIELMO FERRERO. Translated by THEi HON. 
LADY WHITEHEAD. G. P. Putnam's Sons, N. Y., 1921. Pp. 
IV+210. 
According to Ferrero, the real cause of the ruin of ancient civiliza- 

tion was political. It was the breakdown of the principle of author- 
ity. His view may be summarized as follows. For two centuries 
after the founding of the Principate, the emperors had found a legiti- 
mate basis for their authority in the senatorial sanction, as it was 
recognized that the Senate alone could rightfully confer the imperial 
powers. But Septimius Severus disregarded the Senate's prerogative 
and based his authority upon the support of his troops. Such a step 
meant substituting force for legitimacy as the basis of the imperial 
power, a new doctrine which was responsible for the fifty years of 
confusion between 235 and 285 B. C. This period of political dis- 
order caused the cultural and economic breakdown of ancient civili- 
zation. Diocletian tried to find a new principle of legitimacy in a 
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